
P R O M O T I N G  A  S A F E R  C H U R C H

Examples
of neglect

Parents not providing adequate
physical care

Parents not ensuring proper and
timely medical attention

Adults not providing oversight of
children to ensure they are not at
risk of danger

children whose personal hygiene and state of clothing is poor
children who are constantly hungry and frequently tired
developmental delay
low self-esteem
socially isolated
poor skin tone and hair tone
untreated medical problems
failure to thrive with no medical reason
poor concentration
frequent accidents and/or accidental injuries
eating disorders
begging and stealing

Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse. 

Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: 
provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home
or abandonment) 
protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger 
ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care-givers) 
ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment 

It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional
needs.

NEGLECT
CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE

What is
neglect?

The persistent failure to meet a child’s
basic physical and/or psychological needs,
likely to result in the serious impairment
of the child’s health or development. 

Possible
indicators of
neglect in
children and
young
people

Your Parish Safeguarding Officer is:


